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„If men may diſbelieve the articles ant hotties, and yet ſubſcribe 


* 
* 


* thofe very doctrines, to which they have ſubſcribed—an 


„them, — and after that ſubſcription write (or preach) ditectl 7 
i 


„ ſhould be encouraged and countenanced by numbers, who have alſo 
1 ſubſcribed to them—and if that very church, which requires this ſubs 


< ſcription, ſhould not cenſure ſuch a manifeſt breach of her laws, whigh _ 


« ſhe maintains are founded upon the laws of God; this would be a 


_ *© melancholy ſtate of religion, and from ſuch perſons, and ſuch pro- 


« ceedings, will all chriſtians pray, Good Lord deliver us!“ 
Mr. Romaine's Sermon before the Univerſity of Oxford, 
March 4, 1739. 35 | 


« You are the ſchiſmaticks, you are the bane of the church of England, 


Sy 
3 


% who are always crying out, the Temple of the Lord, the Temple of the. 
„Tord and yet ſtarve the people out of our communion, by feeding 


„ them only with the dry huſks of dead morality, Would we reſtore 


Z * the doctrines of C 


« the church to its 8 dignity, the only way 1s to live and preach 
riſt, and the articles to which we have ſubſcribed.“ 
Mr. Whitfield's Sermon on the Indwelling of the Spirit. | 
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. T7 EF: 9 does not profeſs to give the follows ; 


ing remarks as a formal analyſis of Dr. 


Horſieys Charge, but rather as the irregular and 


haſty production of a few hours labour, ſnatched. 
with ſome difficulty, (ſeldom more than one hour in 


the day, and ſometimes not half that) from concerns 


which come more immedialcly under the line of the 


writers duty. 


Ney have their origin in the PP which ſome 
of the thoughts contained in the Charge excited in 


| the writer's breaſt. He hopes they are not the dic- 
tates of bigotry or party zeal, but rather of good 
will ; wiſhing not ſo much, to ſee the Church Eſtab- 
5 1ſhment overthrown, as made ſubſervient to ſpread" 


ing / tie knowledge of divine truth, the glory of our 
7 Redeemer, and the converſion of immortal 
Souls. And if his own obſervation upon the ſubject 
has not deceived him, he thinks, if the clergy were 
brought to give up what the Biſhop calls, © the dry 


«ſtrain of moral preaching,” and preach the 


whole / 
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„ ADVERTISEMENT. 
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; whole council of God, as exhibited in the Goſpel, 

and that in ſincerity and truth, it would be one ſtep 

towards theſe defereable ends. The plainneſs of the 

fiyle and other deſects in the compoſition need much 

apology; but if the author had affixed his name to 

the Niole- page, all who know him, would perhaps 

allow, they are as good as might reaſonably be ex- 

pefted from him. The Charge did not fall in the | » 
author's way till a few day: fince, which is ſufficient & . 

apology why theſe remarks upon it make their 8 * 

ance ſo long after its e | 
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x T is well known, that Engliſh Biſhops and 
| 1 Proteſtant: Diſſenters, differ widely in their 
. ſentiments on moſt ſubjects; and it would afford 
much pleaſure to the writer, if it could be at all 
times ſaid, to be a difference relating only to in- 
different things; while in the weightier matters 
6s +» of religion, they were of one heart, and of one 
"a | %%% TC 
If, however, this has not been the caſe hitherto, 
let us hope it will be more ſo in time to come. 
The light arid power of divine truth, are making 
head, againſt the ignorance, prejudice, and unbe- 
lief of the human mind; and will lead us, we truſt, 
\- (notwithſtanding our difference corlcerning the 
modes and forms of religion,) cordially to agree 
in preaching nothing but Jeſus and his Salvation. 
This is the preaching which the Biſhop recom- 
. | ö e mends 


* 


8 Fj . hb 

| end 70 hir elergyr in the charge on which Jam 
going to make ſome remarks, and it is that in 
which many diſſenters, and all ale om clergymen 


do heartily unite. 
It was impoſſible, but that luck charge, and 


delivered by ſuch a man as Dr. Horfley, ſhould 
attra the attention and converſation of the pub- 


he, becauſe, it is a charge as unlike thoſe that in 


general come from the Bench of Biſhops, as it is 


ill ſuited to the taſte of the public at large; who 
are accuſtomed to think morality every thing. 
If this charge ſhould find approvers * in all them 


that love the doarines of the goſpel, it is caſy to 
foreſee, it will have many cenſurers; nay, it has 
already received ihe marked diſapprobation of 


ſome of the firſt critics in this country T7. 


. (The, proſperity of the eſtabliſhed church i is Mg 5 


dangered from various quarters; it is attacked by 
reſolute and perſevering enemies without, it har. 
bours no ſmall number of diſaffected members 


within, many that are' profefledly friends, are ſu- 


pine and indifferent to her intereſt, and ſee her 


danger without concern, while thoſe who uſed to 
0 in her warp with great zeal, are every oy 


* | When I (pak. of the charge being approved, I do not mean 


that it is ſo in all its parts—No, there are, in my view, many 


very objeckionable paſſages ; but, I muſt own, I am more pleaſed 


with what I approve, than I am offended with what 1 diſlike | 
' + The Monthly and n Reviewers. | 
WY 
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withdrawing in great numbers, kane to diſſenting, 


and others to methodiſt congregations. 
Allowing the truth of the laſt remark, (and has 


many are leaving the eſtabliſhed church is a fact 


that cannot be diſproved) theu, from what ſource 
it ariſes, is a queſtion of importance, at leaſt to 


its real well-wiſhers, that they may beſtir them- 
ſelves, and, 25 e remedy this growing 


evil. ; | 
Some orofeſs to 1 the 1 Kai 
their diſlike to its ceremonies. and conſtitution. 


Perhaps it would be advantageous to the church, 


if ſome conceſſions were made to the ſeruples of 
diſſenters, in chings that are in themſelves ind. 
ferent; and if I am not miſtaken, ſome good men 
in the church allow this, but are fearful left in 
removing what is eſteemed ſuperfluous, they 
ſhould take away the more important; which, in 
my judgment, would be the caſe inevitably, ik 
either arminians, or ſocinians, were to have the 
management of the reform. 

Others avow, that their diſaffection is che re- 
ſult of being diſguſted with the idleneſs and 
worldly-mindedneſs of the dignified clergy, who 
are continually preſſing after preferment, but are 
ſeldom occupied in the eſſential duties of the mi- 
niſterial office. Nay, ſome go ſo far as to ſay, 
they receive large annual revenues, as if for 

24 „ important 


8 
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important ſervices, when, in fact, they are of | 


no eſſential uſe, either to church or tate * 


* The Biſhops would do wat to tewember that it is a maxim 


which is every day gaining ground, that there ought to be no 
more offices, or officers, either in church or ſtate, than are of 
ſome uſe, If, therefore,, it ſhould ever be affirmed in the ſe- 
nate of this country, that the Biſhops are a uſeleſs body of men, 
they ſhould ſo feriouſly and diligently attend to the duties of 


the miniſterial office, as to be able to face their enemies with 


fuch language as this; We have, as miniſters of the Lord 


Fe! Jeſus Chrift, jaboured in ſeaſon, and out of ſeaſon, for the 
« ſalvation of ſouls, and the reformation of manners in our 
* reſpetive dioceſes—We have watched over our clergy, and 


*« enforced upon them, a ſincere and cordial belief of the doc- 
*trines they have ſubſcribed, and diligence in all the duties of 
* the paſtoral office—We have exerted ourſelves to diſeounte- 


*. nance nonreſidence, plaralities, unſoundneſs in the faith, and 


* a diſorderly walk and converſation: and as a proof of it, we 


* have not promoted thoſe who had the moſt intereſt, but ſuch, 
las after diligent enquiry, were found to have the beſt knowledge 


« of religion, and who by their diligence, in all the duties of 
« their office among their own pariſhoners, were likely to fave 


* their own ſouls, and the ſouls of them that hear them.” In 
ſhort, they ſhould be able to ſay they Have ſpent their time 


« in inſpecting the ſtate of their clergy, enquiring after their di- 
* ligence and uſefulneſs, and walking before, and among them, 


& with a holy, humble, chriſtian deportment ; endeavouring by | 
* theſe means to call them from their ſupineneſs and indolence 


cc on the one hand; and from the world and its pleaſures on the 


c other, to make full prof. of their mmftry, To be thus em- 


« ployed would not only confute the charge of their enemies, 


e that their office is uſeleſs, but would excite the eſteem of all 


* ſuch as are friends to religion.“ 


| ou Though 


„ 
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Though many, no doubt, are influenced by the 
motives alledged above, yet, I think, the greater 
part of them who deſert the church in which they 

vere originally nouriſhed, do it to obtain the 
hearing of thoſe very doctrines of which Dr. Horſley: 
ſpeaks ſo favourably in this charge to his clergy, 
particularly that of juſtification by faith) and 
4 9 which, if preached univerſally in the eſtabliſhed: 
Church, with that animation, and general accept 
ance, which they are among diſſenters and me- 
thodiſts, would not only keep more from going, 
but it is likely would bring many back that are 
already gone. 
a) If 1 underſtand the Biſhop right, th very ob- 
je lt he propoſes in this charge, is to point out to 
the clergy, what ought to conſtitute the ſubject 
matter of their preaching ; if they would inſtruẽt 
and edify their hearers in the firſt place, and in 
dhe next, prevent the inroad of infidels on the 
one hand, and diſſenters on the other . 


* Tt has been inſinuated, that this is only a politic ma- 

| neeuvre of the Biſhop's, in that he does not recommend theſe | 

doctrines from any conviction of real excellence in them, or 
from any real love he has to them himſelf, but only with a view 

to prevent the increaſe of /efaries. I will not harbour ſo un- 

_ candid a conſtruction of the charge; but if I was convinced 

this was the caſe, I would ſay with Paul. Some indeed preach 

Chriſt even of envy and firife, and fome of good ⁊uill. What 

then ? notwithſanding, every way, whether in pretence or in 

? truth, Chriſt is preached ; and I therein do rejoice, yea, and will 

rejoice. 


B 2 Now, 
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3 Now, the preſervation and proſperity of the 
eſtabliſhed church being at leaſt one object the 
Biſhop aims to promote, I am glad to find he does 


not ſo much as hint at the neceſſity of continuing 
penal laws againſt diſſenters to this end; but that 


he promiſes himſelf all the deſired advantages, by 


a remedy as eaſy and natural, as it is lawful. «I 
* am miſtaken, if a proper diligence, on our part, 
to inculcate theſe doctrines, -( juſtification by 


„ Jaith, COMMUNION with God, Ec.) would not ſoon 
es ſupercede the. neceſſity of all controverſy. 
“Truth, deeply planted in the public Mind, would 

« keep poſſeſſion by its own native ſtrength ; the 
*« common people, made proficients in the Faith, 
« however in other reſpects illiterate, and accuſ- 
e tomed to the Doctrine originally delivered to 
«© the Saints, would turn with horror from every 
* thing of a contrary ſound. Nouriſhed with the 


« ſincere milk of the word, by their proper pal- 
* tors, they would refuſe a drink of doubtful qua- 
e lity, mingled by a ſtranger. In a word, our 


„ churches would be thronged ; while the Mo- 
« ralizing Unitarian would be left to read his dull 
* weekly Lecture to the walls of his deſerted con- 


« yerticle ; and the Field-Preacher would bellow 
* unregarded to the wilderneſs.“ p. 32 *. 


2 


2 While it is admitted that the propoſed altering of the mode 
of preaching in the eſtabliſhed church might have great ef- 
fect, (which matter of fact proves, by the crowded ſtate of thoſe 
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The Biſhop laments, p. 8, 9. (and I think with 


great juſtice) that modern Sermons are te diveſted 


of the genuine ſpirit and ſavor of chriſtianity, 
te and reduced to mere moral eſſays, in which mor 


& ral duties are enforced, not, as indeed they 


might be to good purpoſe, by ſeriptural motives, 
« but by ſuch arguments, as no where appear to 


«ſo much advantage as in the writings of the 


c Heathen Moraliſts, and are quite out of their 
et place in the pulpit.” In the page following 


« of recovery from this deluſion;” but adds, 


10 Still the dry ſtrain of moral preaching is too 


© much in uſe, and the erroneous maxims on 


of the general ſtate of public preaching in the 
eſtabliſhed churches of this kingdom: it is there- 
fore high time that men of abilities and influence, 
exerted themſelves to remedy this evil, which is 
nothing leſs than a total departure from the- 1090 


churches where theſe doctrines are preached ; ) yet, it will ne- 
ver attain any thing like the diſſolution of the diſſenting i in- 
tereſt. Firſt, becauſe one great body of diſſenters are not Mo- 

ralizing Unitarians, but preach the very doctrines in queſtion. 
| Secondly, becauſe another large body of diſſenters are avowed 
enemies to its ceremonies and conſtitution ; and of courſe, while 


theſe remain in their preſent ſtate, nonconformiſts will at leaſt 


grow formidable, 


pel 


that from which I made. the laſt quotation, he 5 
expreſſes a hope that * the clergy are in a ſtate 


which it ſtands are not ſufficiently exploded.” 
This is not an exaggerated or overdrawn picture, 


— 


1 maintain a reſpectable appearance, if they do not increaſe and 


1 


pel of jeſus Chriſt Is the Goſpel nothing more 
than a good ſyſtem of morals? Yes, it is a glo- 
rious diſplay of the riches of God's Grace. Eph. 
i. 7. It is a diſpenſation in which God has glo- 
rified all his perfe&ions. Mercy and truth are met 
together ; righteouſneſs and peace have hifſed each 
other. Pſalm Ixxxv. 10. Here we ſee the holy 
law of God magnified and made honourable. 1ja. 
_ x. 21. Divine Juſtice appeaſed by an ex- 
piatory Sacrifice; Iſa. liii. 10. And the Great 
Jehovah exhibited, as a Fuft God, and yet, the 
juſti ier of the ungodly. Rom. iii. 26; and Ch. iv. 
5. In this diſpenſation, in which the wiſdom, 
power, and giace of God, are ſo wonderfully 
diſplayed, we diſcover the Love of God to fin- 
ners, John iii. 16. Juſtification by the righte- 
ouſneſs of Chriſt, Phill. iii. 8. Adoption into 
his family by Grace, 1 John iii. 1. And ſancti- 
fication by his Spirit, 1 Cor. vi. 11. And are 
made to know and feel, what it is to have peace 
with God, Rom. v. 1. Acceſs to a throne of 
Grace, Heb. iv. 16. And Rejoice in hope of 
the Glory of God, Rom. v. 2. In connexion 
with theſe things the Goſpel opens to our view, 
the glory of the Redeemer's Perſon, the grandeur 
of his Offices, the efficacy of his mediatorial work, 
the fulneſs of his trace, the prevalence of his in- | 
terceſſion, and the certainty of his ſecond coming. 
And to crown the whole, it includes the promiſe . 
| of the divine Spirit to convince us of our Sin, and 


apply 


ö 
N 
; 


: . and religion, all forbid them ſcandalizing thoſe who do. 


7 he 
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| apply Chriſt to our hearts with power, becoming | 
at the ſame time, our Teacher, Helper, and Com- 


forter. John xvi. 9—14- Now theſe things 
(and many more ſuch) being included in the Goſ- 
pel, when the Chriſtian Miniſter's work is ſpoken 
of, it is called, Preaching Chriſt crucified, 1 Cor. 
i. 29, Preaching the Goſpel of Chriſt, 2 Cor. x. 
14. Preaching the unſearchable riches of Chriſt, 
Eph. iii. 8. In ſhort there would be no end to 
quotations upon this ſubze&, were we to refer to 

all; ſuffice it therefore to ſay, the proper ſubject 


of the Chriſtian Preacher's Sermon, ſhould be 
Chriſt, and thoſe doctrines which relate to his 


mediatorial work and offices; in conjunction with 
all the bleſſings and duties, which ariſe. out of - 
them. But how ftrangely is all this paſſed by, 
and made to give place to dull, infipid, unani- 
mating lectures on morals; or which is worſe, 
the doctrines are denied and treated with con- 
tempt, and the Preachers of them held up to ſcorn 
and ridicule, as the worſt of Enthuſiaſts . The 
Biſhop of 'St. David's is not one of theſe; he 


avows his belief of the dottrines of the Goſpel, 


* If Gentiened, who how repeatedly ſubſcribed theſe TR 


trines do not really believe them, they ought, from principle, 


to renounce all connexion with the Church, and let it appear 
that they do not facrifice the right of private judgment, and the 
dictates of conſcience, to the emoluments of office ; at leaſt, if 
they neither believe nor preach them themſelves, candour, de- 


and- 


1 


their Sermons, inſtead of dry moral preaching, 
Nor 1s this to be eſteemed an innovation; it is 
not the ſpeculation of a ſoaring theoriſt; no, it 
is nothing more than calling the clergy to be con- 
ſiſtent with themſelves, by preaching vhat they 


have ſubſcribed, and conſtantly read in their 
deſks. It is calling them to imitate ſome of the 
greateſt divines the church of England has pro- 
duced ; who gloried in the doctrines of revelation *. 


It is a call, recommended both by experience and 
prudence, thoſe united friends of human-kind; 
for if many leave the church, and ſeek theſe doc- 
trines in chapels and meetings, it is worth the 
trial, whether preaching the Goſpel would not keep 
them at ome. But if the clergy will not attend 
to the authority of Scripture, which enjoins them, 

to know nothing among men, but Jeſus and him cru- 
cified; 1 Cor. ii. 2. if they will neither liſten 


to the dictates of prudence and experience, nor 
to ſuch arguments as are adduced by the Biſhop, 
to ſhew the evil of making morality all in all, if 


none of theſe things will draw them out of that 
dull, and unedifying track in which they have 
been ſo long trudging, we muſt leave them to 
plod on; and the effects will be that inſtead of 


* ESI Latimer, Vivre, Hooper, Ridley, Uſher, | 


E Reynolds, Hall, . Audrews, &c. &c. &c. 


inflrudting 


add profeſſing to feel their importance, he res 
commends his clergy to make them the ſubject of 
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loltxudling the ignorant, comforting the diſtreſſed, 
or awakening the careleſs; the indifferent part of 
the congregation, will reſt in the Form of godlineſs, 


and the more ſerious and enlightened will leave 


the church, and ſeek for preaching which comes 
nearer to the chriſtian ſyſtem ; as a conſequence 
of chat, diſſenting congregations muſt increaſe. 

It is true, there is ſome timidity hangs about 


churchmen for a while, in regard to worſhiping 
God in what is called a conventicle, but they ſoon 
- find themſelves reconciled by reading the word 
of God, which teaches them that it avails nothing, 
whether it be in mountain, church, chapel, or 
meeting, that we worſhip God, provided it be in 


Spirit and in truth, John iv. 20-24. When 
they underſtand this, they will not be much im- 
peded by what the Biſhop ſays, of the “ Strift 
requirement of lubmuting to teachers appointed 
by lawful authority; convifced of he propriety” 
of the fat. I have juſt mentioned, they vill not 
feel themſelves much concerned to look further. 
The common people are always ſtruck more by 
what they ſee in real life, than by any antiquated 
claims to authority and right; if therefore cler- 
gymen do not appear ſenſible of the nature, obli- 
gations, and duties of their office; if it is evident 
they have no concern for the ſouls of their pa- 
riſhioners, and obſtinately perſevere in preaching 
contrary to the Goſpel, and the articles they 
have ſubſeribed, notwithſtanding all that can be 


Cc | | e 


RU 1. 
need) upon the ſubjeti of lawful aithority, the -— 
people will forſake the church. 8 jos | 

The Biſhop ſuppoſes, in p. 11 of his as; | 
that the clergy will endeavour to exeulpate them-. 
ſelves from any cenſure for not preaching the doc- 

| trines of the goſpel, by alledging, A great want 
« of capacity in the Common People, to be car- 
* ried any great length in religious knowledge, 
“more chan in the abſtruſe ſciences. That the | 
"7 World, and all things in it, had a maker; that |. 
the maker of the world made man, and gave f 
„him the life which he now enjoys; that he, = 
«.who-firft gave life, can, at any time, reſtore it; | 
«that he can punifh, in a future life; crimes which | 
he permits to be committed with impunity in | 
this; fome of theſe firſt principles of religion 70 
the vülgar, it is fuppoſed, may be brought to. 9 
« comprehend. But the peculiar doctrines of | 
* Revelation, che Frinity of Perſons in the un=. 
«divided Godhead, the incarnation of the fecond | 
% Perfon, the expiation of Sin by the Redeemer's . 
«ſufferings and death, the efficacy of his inter- 
« ceſſtion, the myſterious commerce of the be- 
„ liever's Soul with the Divine Spirit—theſe | 
e things are ſuppoſed to be far above their reach.“ 
And again he ſays, p. 6, The laity, the more 4 
i jlliterate eſpecially, have little coneern with the 
Fe Myſteries of revealed religion, provided they 


« be attentive to its duties. Whence it hate 
40 e a ſafe and certain concluſion, mrs 1 
more. A 

| 
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more the office. of a chriſtian 8 to preſs 
. the Practice of Religion upon the Conſciences 
of his hearers, than to e and aſſert its 


2 doctrines. ; | 
| Theſe are very eee ideas among the 
Clergy, and perhaps contain the beſt apology 
_ up can make for excluding from their ſermons 


» ſome of the moſt important articles of the chriſ- 
tian religion, and which are, doubtleſs, as inter- 
eſting to the illiterate ploughman, as to the great- _ 
eſt ſcholar ; and of which, through grace, the one 


is as capable of obtaining a ſpiritual knowledge, 


— as the other. Was it not to ſuch as theſe our 


Lord preached the Goſpel ? Mat. xi. 5- Are not 
theſe ſaid to be choſen of God, rich in faith, and 


heirs of the kingdom of God ? James ii. 5. Nay, 


it is not only to theſe as well as others, but it is ſaid 
fo be made known to them in preference to others ; 
Thou haſt hid theſe things from the-wiſe and prudent, 

and haſt revealed them unto babes. Even fo, Father ; 


for ſoit ſeemed good in thy fight. Matt. xi. 25, 26. 
And we are told upon what principle God ated L 
in this procedure of his, 1 Cor. i. 26—29. Not 


many wiſe men after the fe eſh, not many mighty, 
not many noble, are called: But God hath choſen : the 


fooliſh things of the world to confound the wiſe ; and 

Sod hath choſen the weak things of the world to con- 
found the things which are mighty ; and baſe things 
/ the world, and things which are deſpiſed, hath 


God cee, and things which are not, to bring to 
| 0 5 nouglt 


—# : IS 


55 


[L 7 


nought the things that. are: 8 that no fie 5 Arn : 


glory in his preſence. —_ 
Theſe ſcriptures will i ia a pal 


ſage in the Biſhop's charge, which is much dif. 


approved of by thoſe who exalt reaſon to an 
equality with revelation, if they do not ſet her 
above it, p. 13. We have experimental proof, 


© that there is nothing in the great myſtery of & & 4 
© godlineſs, which the vulgar, more than „ * 


* Jearned, want capacity to apprehend ; fince upon 
< the firſt preaching of the goſpel, the illiterate, 
« the ſcorn of phariſaical pride, who knew not 
ce the law, and were deemed accurſed, were the 


* firſt to underſtand, and to embrace the Chriſ- 
« tian Doctrine. Nor will this ſeem ſtrange, if 


ee jt be conſidered that Religion and Science are 


| e very different things, and the objedts of differ- 


« ent faculties. Science is the object of natural 
« reaſon; religious truth of faith “.“ In this 
| paſſage, there arg two politions, which to me are 


equally obvious; the firſt, which is à fact re- 


corded in the ſacred page, is, that the moſt illi- 
terate Fake were the firſt to underſtand and 


* He was a man of no a caſt, either i in ; dixinity, or 


literature, who ſaid, | „ 


Where reaſon fails, with all her powers; | | 
There faith prevails, and love adores. Dr. Warrs. 


embrace 


> b 


1 


* 


— 
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embrace the Goſpel : the ſecond, which is, that 


Science and Religion are objects of different fa- 
culties, naturally ariſes out of the other. If this 


were not the caſe, how could it be, that the moſt 


illiterate ſhould be the firſt to underſtand and em- 
_ brace the religion of Chriſt ; which is the moſt. 
. ſublime of all ſyſtems. . It is impoſſible to argue 
' with ſucceſs againſt matters of fact, and the in- 
” ferences which are fairly drawn from thence. In 
ſpeaking further upon this ſubje&, the Biſhop 
affirms, p. 18.“ Reaſon, from which Morality 


« derives her whole authority and information ; 


*f Reaſon knows not, till ſhe hath been taught by 
the lively oracles of God, that the creator of 


«the world is the ſole object of worſhip ; ſhe 
* knows of no prohibition of particular modes of 


=. worſhip ; ſhe knows nothing of the creation of 


te the world in ſeven days; nothing of redemption ; 


than this ignorant ald hath no ſenſe or 


ſtrenuouſly, is a ſubject upon which the ſcripture 


is explicit, and that on the ſame ſide with the 
Biſhop. The world by wiſdom knew not God. 1 
Cor. i. 21. The natural man recieveth not the 


things 


2 nothing of the ſpiritual life, and the food brought 
* down from heaven for its ſuſtenance. Mora- 
. © lity, therefore, having no better inſtructreſs 


55 knowledge of any part of that great branch of 
« duty, which comes under the general title of 
L devotion.“ The weakneſs and inſufficiency of 

human reafon, for which the Biſhop argues ſo 


WE 


are ſpiritually diſcerned. 1 Cor. ii. 14 *. It has 


to ourſelves effectually to our own ſalvation. But 


more might have been adduced) famed for the 
extent of their ability both as e and divines, 


is a doctrine at which human nature recoils, upon 
this principle, that if it be true, then man is re- 


not the paſſage before me, but quote from memory, I have moſt 


Archbiſhop Leighton remarks, on 1 Cor. ii. 14. The apoſtle „„ 
names the man by his beſt part, his ſoul, intimating that the 1 


. ; 
things of the Spirit of God: for they are fooliſhneſs 
unto him, neither can he know them, becauſe they 


been ſaid that none but novices and enthuſiaſts = 


| wil decry reaſon as inſufficient to diſcover ſuch 


truths as are revealed in the ſcripture, or finding 
them there to comprehend and appropriate them 


the ſubjoined note gives proof of ſome (and many 


thinking the very ſame, 
The dottrine here maintained by Dr. Horſley, 


duced to a deplorable ſtate indeed; and this is 
the true ſtate of the caſe, and herein is ſeen the 
wildem and ee of God; in eee and 


3 MI. Saurin, ſomewhere ſpeaking on this cujen, has Fon * | 


- tinguiſhed natural reaſon from regenerated-reafon, and ſays the 
— firſt is the gift of nature, and is common. to all men (except in 
. eaſes. of inſanity), in a greater or leſs degree; but that the laſt 5 


is the gift of grace, and peculiar to the believer. As I have 


hkely varied from the expreſs letter of the paſſage, but I am ; 
ſure I have not from the ſenſe, The judicious and amiable 


ſoul, even in the higheſt faculty of it, the underſtanding,” and 
that i in the higheſt pitch of excellency to which nature can raiſe | 
it, is blind to ſpuriiual 1 9050 


ſending 


Ca] 


ſending. 1 Holy Spirit to be thi teacher of his 


Church, and to abide with it forever. The cha- 


rafter and office of this Divine Teacher, is am- 
ply ſet forth by the Lord Jeſus Chriſt— He ſhall 
teach you all things. John xiv. 26. He will re- 
prove the world of Sin, and M righteouſneſs and of 


* judgment. He ſhall glor ne; for he Toro hg 
ceive of mine and ſhew it unto you. John xvi. 8, 14. 


N ow, in connexion vith theſe truths, we find that 


wherever the mind is enlightened, the confcience 
awakened, and the Sinner brought to Jeſus 
Chriſt, theſe. effects are uniformly aſeribed—=to 
what? Not to the boaſted exertions of our rea- 
ſon, but to the power of the Holy Ghoſt. x Cor. 
ij. 10 Thel. i. 4, 5- This, however, is a 


doarine very ſeldom heard i in Church Pulpits, 
excepting where the Clergyman is ſcandalized 


with the reproach of methodifm, but it is a docs 
trine for which the Biſhop of St. David's ear- 


| neſtly contends, and particularly recommends to 
the attention of his Clergy. In one place be. 


cautions them againft « Aſcribing any power to 
man to perform works truly good without the 


« affiſtance of the. Divine Spirit,” p. 30. And 


in another, p. 15, he exhorts them © To pray ear- 


| cc neſtly to God to aſſiſt the miniſtration of the 


« word by the ſecret influences of his Holy Spi- 
© rit on the minds of their hearers.” The ne- 


ceſſity and importance of the influences of the 
Divine 3 8275 is not N the dogrine of ſcrip- 


ture, | 


. 


ture, but chat of che Church alſo . And pes clet- 
gymen are not content with negleRiing to ſet this 
dodtrine before their hearers, (and thereby keep 
back part of the council of God) but they re- 
proach thoſe who do as fanatics, and warn their 
people not to hear them: But this avails nothing, 
for the difference of the preaching is made mani- 
feſt by the effects which follow. Where the Spi-“ 


„ 


rit is denied, and the dry ſtrain of moral preach- 


ing is in uſe, it leaves moſt, if not all-thehearers, 
juſt as ignorant and immoral as it found them. 
But where the Spirit is prayed for, and his influ- 


ence found, there, hearers are brought under a 
concern for their Souls, and cry as of old; What 


 fhall we do to be ſaved ? Acts xvi. 30. Jeſus and 
his goſpel are made precious, the ſeripture and 


prayer are a delight, and thoſe who before were 


| Lovers of pleaſure more than God, negletted the 
means of grace, and lived in all manner of fin, 
and changed and brought nigh to God ; and 
made 0 adorn the doftrine of God our Saviour 
in all things. And while they are the ſubject of 
vonder to many, they are ſtriking evidences, that 
when the goſpel is preached with the Holy Ghoft, 
it is not in word only, but in power. Theſe are | 
ſtubborn facts, which may be ſeen every day. 


They ſpeak loudly, and e to awaken the at- 


* Cleanſe the thou els of our bn ts the inſpiration of the 

Holy Spirit. 
wy ake not ay Holy Spirit from us. 
tention 


| L 25 ] | 
tention of the Clergy ; eſpecially when they ob- 
ſerve how. many People forſake their own pariſh 
charches, and reſort either to other churches 
| where. there is this kind of preaching, or, 


which is as frequent, to meetings and chapels 7 the 
Biſhop, therefore, 1s the friend, of the eſtabliſh- 


ment, by endeavouring - to 1 its Miniſters, 


*% 
WY 
r 


o preach the goſpel of Chr! iſt, ine of ne 
moral eſſays. 


I am convinced it will give 575 e to 
many of my readers, to find that Dr. Horſley 
does not content himſelf with cenſuring the 
-. Cerner for reading mere moral eſſays, and recom 
mending them to come nearer chriſtianity ; but 
earneſtly, and openly eſpouſes the doQrine of 
juſtiſi cation by faith: a dodctrine which has not 
only been nearly expelled from the pulpits of the 


eſtabliſhed church, but treated by its Miniſters as 


an impious and dangerous ſentiment, andthoſe who 
preached it counted for enemies to all practical 


godlineſs and good works. The beſt apology 
that can be made for theſe profeſſed Miniſters of 
Jeſus Chriſt is, that they have miſunderſtood the 

ſubjea. Thoſe who preach the doctrine in queſ- 
tion have explained themſelves again and again, 
but its oppoſers either do not underſtand the diſ- 
tinction, or will not admit it as juſt; for I can 
hardly think them diſpoſed to wilful miſrepreſen= 
tation. When juſtification by faith, or faith with- 


out works, are ſpoken of by us, we do not mean 


that ſaving faith is not attended or followed by 
| D = 7 good 
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good works and fruits of holineſs ; we, on the 
contrary maint{in, that it will, nay, muſt bring 
forth fruit unt God; or it is a dead faith, and 
good for nothing: but we mean that our own 
works operate neither as cauſes, conditions, or 
qualifications of our juſtification ; but that the 
whole of it is on account of the righteouſneſs of 
Jeſus Chriſt imputed to us, and received by faith 5 
alone. And the ſcripture is very clearly in our 
favour upon this ſubject. Knowing that a man is 
not juſtified by the works of the law, but by the faith 
of Jeſus Chriſt, even we have believed in Fefus* 
Chriſt, that we might be juſtified by the faith of ' 
Chriſt, and not by the works of the law ; for by oy 
the works of the _ Seals. no vb be 1 uſtified. 
Gal. li. 16. 
The Biſhop does not ſay too ich of this doe: 
trine when he ſays, p. 6. © It is no private 
te tenet of the church of England, but the common „ 
e doarine of all the firſt reformers, not to ſay it 
eis the very corner ſtone of the whole ſyſtem of 
« Redemption.“ And when ſpeaking of faith,. 
which is the principal agent in our receiving 
Chriſt as the end of the law for righteouſneſs ; 5 NE 
. maintains it is not to any merit in this that we are 
to aſcribe our juſtification. That we are juſti- 
« fied by faith, is not on the account of any merit 
« in our faith, but becauſe faith is the firſt princi- 


cc ple of that communion : between the believer's 
| ſoul 


[ 27, ] 
„ ſoul and the Divine Spirit, on which the whole 
« of our ſpiritual life depends. p. 0. 
The Biſhop: was aware that ſome of his Con- 
temporaries, and many of the inferior clergy, 
would cenſure his opinion of Fuſt: fication by faith, 
and ftill more, what they may judge his raſh, and 


... indiſcreet avowal of it. He has therefore forti- 
fed himſelf. well againſt their reproaches in the 


following paſſage, p. 28. That man is juſtified 
© by faith, without the works of the law, was the 
uniform dorine of the firſt reformers. It is a 
« far more ancient doQrine: it was the doctrine 
of the whole college of Apoſtles. It is more 


ancient ſtill: it was the doctrine of The Pro- 


« phets. It is older than the Prophets: it was 
« the religion of che Patriarchs. And no one, 
„ho hath the leaſt acquaintance with the wri= 
« tings of the firſt Reformers, will impute to them, 
& more than to the Patriarchs, the Prophets, or 
the Apoſtles, the abſurd opinion, that any man, 
« leading an impenitent wicked life, will finally, 
e upon the mere pretence of faith, (and faith con- 


ce need with an impenitent life muſt always be a 


« mere pretence) obtain admiſſion into heaven.“ 


It is much to be wiſhed, that thoſe who teach Z 


their people the dottrine of juſtification by works, 
(and are in conſequence always telling them what 
they are to do, inſtead of ſhewing them what 
Chriſt has done and ſuffered to bring ſinners to - 
God J would determine the queſtion—How ſin- 


D 2 | ners 
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ners are to be juſtified before God ? not 15 he 
dictates of unenlightened reaſon and corrupt na- 


ture, which always incline to that ſide which en- 


genders boaſting and ſelf- -righteouſneſs ; but by 
the faith and practice of the Patriarchs, Prophets; 


and Apoſtles: To theſe the Biſhop makes his 


appeal in ſupport of the grand doGrine of juſtifi- 5 


cation without the works of the law, and they not 1 
only ſupport his claim, but more their judg= 


ment may be depended on as infallible, notwith- 
ſtanding all that has been ſaid and done to diſcredit 
or undervalue their teſtimony. The Apoſtle 
Paul, when he is endeavouring to ſtrengthen the 
Romans in the very doctrine in queſtion, adduces 
the caſe. of Abraham in proof of it, Rom. iv. 3, 
43 5. | Abrahans believed God, and it was counted 

unto him for righteouſneſs. Now to him that work- 
eth is the reward reckoned, not of grace, but of debt. 

But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him 
that juſtiſieiſi the ungodly,” his Faith is counted for 
righteouſneſs. And to prove that Abraham's caſe 
was not ſingular, the Apoſtle adds, v. 2g, 24, 
Nou it was not written for his ſake alone, that it was 
imputed to him ; but for us alſo, to whom it ſhall be 


imputed, / we believe on him that raiſed up Jeſus 


From the. dead. David, who was a Prophet as 
well as a King, maintains the ſame doctrine: 
Bleſſed: is he whoſe tranſgrefſi on is forgiven, whoſe 


An is covered. W 15 the man unto whom the . 
Lord 


L 29 ] 


Lord imputeth not iniquity and in whoſe agen there 


is no guile. Pſal. xxxii. 4, 27. And the Apoſ- 


tles, when ſinners came to them full of diſtreſs and 
fear on the account of their ſins, ſaying, what 


| ſhall we do to be ſaved, did they read mere moral 
' eſſays? No; but they ſaid, Believe on the Lord 


Feſus Chriſt. Acts xvi, go; 31. Now by theſe 


F paſſages, (and they are only a few out of the innu- 
merable multitude that might be adduced) it is 
evident the doctrine of juſtification by faith with- 


out the works of the law, was the religion of the 


Patriarchs, Prophets, and Apoſtles. 


The Biſhop is not content with decrying a dry 
rain of mora! preaching, and recommending the 


doctrine of juſtification by faith in general terms, or 
with an appeal to his auditory that it was the doc- 


trine of the church in all ages; but he argues the 
point on ſeveral grounds, and in my view of the 


matter, he does it with great advantage; and if 


the clergy will give his Lordſhip's argurilents a 


7 


200 Dr. Home, the don Biſhop of Norwich, in his truly 
admirable ex poſition of the Pſalms, has the following note on 


the above paſſage : ©* As the fick man is eloquent in the praiſe of ' 


40 Health, ſo the ſinner beginneth this his confeſſion of ſin with 
* an encomium on righteouſneſs, longing earneſtly to be made 


« a partaker of the evangelical bl-ffedne/s ; to be delivered from 


* the guilt and power of fin; to be FOR and ſanctiſied, 
* through faith, which is in Chriſt Jeſus.” He refers his 


reader to Rom. iv. 6; where the Apoſtle, commenting on that 


| bleſſedneſ * calle it, Gad's imputing nee je without works. 


ſerious 


— 
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"NO and impartial conſideration, I think they 
muſt produce ſome convittion, and end in their 


adopting a line of preaching more congenial to 


the letter and ſpirit of chriſtianity than that they 


have hitherto adopted. 


In arguing with the clergy on che hagevpriery 
of their dry ſtrain of moral preaching, the Biſhop _ 
aſſerts, that it ſtands upon afalſe foundation, which 
is this; © Nat only that the practice of religious 
* duties is a far more excellent thing in the life of 


man, far more ornamental of the chriſtian pro- 
* fefſion, than any knowledge of the doctrine 


*« without the pradtice; but moreover, that men 
«© may be brought to the praQtice of religion with- 
* out previous inſtruction in its dottrines; or, in 
* other words, that faith and practice are, in their 


* nature, ſeparable things. Now the former 


« branch of this double aſſumption, that Virtue 
« is a more excellent thing in human life than 


* knowledge, i is unqueſtionably true ; and a truth 


* of great importance, which cannot be too fre- 
* quently, or too earneſtly inculcated. But the 
* ſecond branch of the aſſumption, that faith and 
* praQtice are ſeparable things, is a groſs miſtake, 
« or rather a manifeſt contradittion.— Practical 


© holineſs is the end: Faith is the means; and 
«to ſuppoſe Faith and Practice ſeparable, is to 


e ſuppole the end attainable without the uſe of 
means. The direct contrary, is the truth. The h 
practice of religion will always thrive, in pro- 

; « portion 


L a6 Þ 

* portion as its doctrines are generally underſtood 
« and firmly received; and the practice will al- 
* ways degenerate and decay, in proportion as 
* the doQrine is miſunderſtood and negleQted. 
« It is true, therefore, that it is the great duty of 

« a Preacher of the Goſpel to preſs the practice of 
d its precepts upon the conſciences of men. But 
| » then it is equally true, chat it is bis duty to en- 
force this practice in a particular way; namely, 
* by inculcating its doctrines. The motives which 
ce the revealed dottrines furniſh, are the only mo- 
cc tives he has todo with, and the only motives by 
« which religious duties can be enforced.” p. 9, 
10, 11. Of all the ſubjetts which a Chriſtian 
Miniſter ſhould underſtand well, there is none 
more important than this; Upon what .motives 
he ſhould enforce the ſeveral duties of religion. 
The clergy in general have not attended to the 
teſtimony of ſcripture upon this article of religion; 
of courſe they have not only enforced them by 
wrong motives themſelves, but thoſe who differ 
from them have had the moſt unjuſt and ſcanda- 
lous charges brought againſt them, as enemies to 
| holineſs and good works, than which nothing can ' 
be more unjuſt in itſelf, or more unfairly deduced 
from the principles they lay down. In addition 
to this, they have endeavoured to implant this 
idea in the minds of their hearers, that if good 
works will not recommend us to the divine favour, 
and obtain acme to the Kingdom of Glory, 


then 


N — 


L * 


then they are of no uſe in religion, and cannot 


be enforced upon any other principle; but this 


is neither according to ſcripture nor matter of fact; 


for if they. have no other motives, nor know of | 


any to influence them, we are ſure ve feel our 
obligation to theſe things as ſtrong as they, and 
yet take our motives from a different ſource. The 


Biſhop does his endeavour to ſet the clergy right 4 


upon this ſubject; he has done ſomething towards 
this in the paſſage I laſt quoted, and he goes ſtill 
further in ſome otherplaces : p. 25, he ſays, © Re- 
* ligion and Morality differ in the motive. They 


* are juſt as far aſunder as Heaven is from the 


Earth. Morality finds all her motives here be- 
«© low : Religion fetches all her motives from 
* above. The higheſt principle in morals, is a 
«* juſt regard to the rights of each other in civil 
# ſociety. The firſt principle in religion is the 


* love of God; or in other words, a regard to 


© the relation which we bear to him, as it is made 
* known to us by Revelation.” The Scriptures 
will abundantly juſtify the Biſhop in condemning 
the motives by which the greater part of the cler- 
gy enforce morality and good works upon their 
hearers ; for if we make them the ſtandard of de- 
ciſion, they will ſhew us, that our ſtrongeſt ob- 


ligation to theſe, ariſes from the relation we ſtand 


in to God, and the benefits we derive from it. 
This is manifeſted in the caſe of Iſrael, who when 
God commanded them certain duties, and forbid 
| LS . certain 
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certain Gig all either expreſſed Werdet le | 
law of the ten commandments, urged them with 
this grand and powerful argument; I am the 
Lord thy God, which have brought thee out bf the 


land 2 Egypt, out of the houſe of Bondage. Exod: 


xx. 2. Our Lord when he would enforce religi- 
ous roſs and a holy walk and converſation 


; 55 upon his diſciples, he tells them of their privileges: 3 | 


Ye are the ſalt of the earth, Ye are/the light of the 


world, and then adds, Let your light ſo ſhunt be- 


ore men, that they may fee your good works, and 
glor ify your father which is in heaven. Matt. v. 
13, 14, 16. So alſo the Apoſtle Paul, when he 


would animate the Corinthians to great liberality 


for the ſupport and relief of Poor Saints, he does 
not do it by any of thoſe little or unſcriptural mo- 
tives by which mere moral preachers recommend 
religious duties, but in ſtich language as this; 
Ve know the grace of our Lord Fefus Chriſt, that, 
though he was rich, yet for your fakes he became poor, 
that ye through his poverty might be rich. 2 Cor. 


viii. 9. From theſe paſſages it will eaſily be ſeen, | 


that knowledge of, and faith in the doctrines of 

revelation, are intimately connected with a chear- 
ful and zealous diſcharge of the duties of prac- 
| tical religion® 27 In oppoſition to all this, the dry 


. The alin Mr. Saurin has okay very 0 judiciouſly upon 
this ſubject:· The Doctrines, which men have thought moſt 
e to favour their indolence, are moſt ge to excite ' 


E Meer 


6 
leAurer in morals, recommends moral duties to 
men as the medium of making their peace vith an 


1 _ God. Doctrine this, which is unwor- 
* 


of any profeſſing themſelves Chriſtian Di- 


vines; nay, it betrays. the moſt profound igno— 


rance of the Chriſtian Diſpenſation; which de- 
ſcribes Jeſus'Chriſt as our peace maker, and our 
peace as being already made by the blood of his 


Croſs. Eph. ii. 13—16, But by the ſyſtem of 


; preaching adopted by theſe gentlemen, all this is 
overlooked; Chriſt and his work are ſet aſide, 


and the favour of God, together with eternal life, 


axe held out to men as the reward of being little 


more than commonly honeſt ; for the Biſhop affirms 
(in a paſſage of his charge which I ſhall preſently 


have occaſion to recite), that the love of God, 


the fear of God, the worſhip of God, the know- 


8 


ledge of God, &c. form no part of that darling 


| Idol of the clergy called morality. 


Mans original depravity and weakneſs, Matt. xxvi. 41. Phill. ii. 


12, 13. HDecrees, 2 Pet. i. 10. 2 Tim. ii. 19. Deut. xxx. 11, 


12, to the end. Free juſtification by the blood of Chrift without 


works, Rom. vi. 1, 2, &c. Jam. i. 2126, Perſeverance, 


Exez. xxxiti. 12, 13. He cloſes by ſaying, ** It would be eaſy, 


my brethren, to heap up a far greater number of pallages to. 
- prove theſe propoſitions, 2 55 Claude O Eflay, vol. ii. p- 431. 


3 gain, 


. vigilance. Moreover, one chief end of the Holy Spirit in re- 
vealing theſe doctrines, was to awaken our attention to praQi- 
cal piety,” Theſe he takes one by one to ſcripture, and re- 
_ cexves a clear anſwer, that they all enjoin the ſtricteſt diligence ;. 


4) 
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Again, the. Biſhop not only argues ien the 
practice of the clergy reading mere moral efſays, 


| inſtead of preachingsthe Goſpel, from its ſtand- 


ing upon a falſe foundation; but, becauſe it is at 


moſt carrying their hearers no farther than the 
firſt principles of what is called natural religion ; 


on the imperfetion and inſufficiency: of which 


4 the Learued Biſhop is an eloquent and powerful 
reaſoner. I hope it will appear by the future 


preaching of the clergy, (at leaſt thoſe of his dio- 


ceſe) that he has been a ſucceſsful one, by their | 


having been led into clearer views of the Goſpel 
of Chriſt. Page 12, 13, of the Charge, Dr. Horſ- 
ley ſays, © Of the efficacy of natural religion as a 


<< rule of action, the world has had the long ex- 


« perience of fixteen hundred years. For ſo much 
« was the interval between the inſtitution of the 
« Moſaic Church, and the publication of the Goſ- 


ö « pel. During that interval, certainly, if not from 


© an earlier period, natural religion was left to try | 
« jits powers on the Heathen world. The reſult 
« of the experiment is, that its powers are of no 
«avail. Among the vulgar, natural religion ne- 
te ver produced any effect at all; among the learn- 
* ed, much of it is to be found in their writings, lit- 
«tle in cheir lives? *. But if this natural religion, 


„ Theſe 60 of the: nfuliciiney of natural religion, ; 


are efolly corroborated and proved by the deſcription given of 
the ſtate of the Heathen World by the Apoſtle Paul. Rom. i. 


a — | 


E 41 „ 


894 thing of: no efficacy, as n bath 4. 


« monſtrated, be the utmoſt of religion which the 
common people can receive, (and the kind of 
_ 4-preaching to which the clergy addict themſelves 
„ ſays as much) then is our preaching vain, 


** Chriſt died in vain, and man muſt ſtill periſh. | 


« Bleſſed be God, the caſe is far otherwiſe. As 


Cc ve have on the one fide \experimental proof of a 
4-30 the infignificance of what is called natural reli- 


| « gion ; ſo, on the other, in the ſucceſs of the 
« firſt preachers of chriſtianity, we have an expe- 


* rjimental proof of the ſufficiency of revealed re- 


© ligion to thoſe very ends, in which natural re- 
© ligion failed.” In reply to what is ſaid in this 


part of the charge, perhaps the clergy will argue, 


that if their ſermons do not carry their hearers 
the whole length of divine revelation, if. they in- 
clude not its doctrines, they include the whole of 


what is to be eſteemed the molt important part, 


namely, practical religion. The Biſhop meets the 


clergy upon this ground ; he foreſaw this evaſion, 


and poſitively denies he maxim, that mere mora- 


tity 885 the um and Feen 97 pradlical religion. 


19—31- This. proves is truth of the Biſhop's aſſertion as 


made againſt the Heathens at large. But it might be proved by 


the caſe of individuals, as is evident, if what Biſhop Sherlock 
ſays of one of the greateſt ornaments of the Heathen World be 
true, for, ſpeaking of Socrates, he ſays, © That his corrupt 
example was a dead weight upon the purity of his de ctrine, 
« and tended to perpetuate ſuperſtition in the world.“ 


Ney, 


by. 7 
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* more; ; he fays, p. 16—19,: © It carries in 
* jt a double falſehood. It contracts the range 
of chriſtian duty, and it totally miſrepreſents 
the nature of the thing. In direct contradie- 
« tion to this wicked maxim, I affirm, that al- 
*« though religion includes morality, as the greater 
« perfection includes the leſs, ſo that an immoral 
man cannot be religious; yet, a man may be 


« jirreproachable in his moral condutt, and at the 


| « ſame time perfectly irreligious and profane. 

" Irreligious and profane in that extreme, as to. . 

ce be in danger of being caſt at laſt into outer dark- 
« neſs, with his whole load of moral merit on his 


« back. The notion that religion and morality. 


« are the ſame, generally as it bath too long pre- 
« vailed, needs no other confutation, but what 


* will ſpontaneouſly ariſe from a juſt definition 


* of the terms. Religion, in the practical part, 


« is a ſtudious conformity of our actions, our wills, 
* and our appetites, to the revealed will of God, 
« in pure regard to the divine authority, and to 
« the relation in which we ſtand to God, as diſ- 
covered to us by divine revelation. . Morality 


«ig a conformity of our actions to the relation in 


« which we ſtand to each other in civil ſociety. 


_« Morality, therefore, comprehends ſome conſi- 
derable part, but a part only of the ſecond ta- 
© ble. Morality enjoins filial piety ; it prohibits 


< murder, adultery, theft, falſe witneſs, -and thoſe 


& * inferior crimes, which or: the like harm that in 


« a leks 


2 


| 
| 


* 
1 ; 
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* leſs degree they bring to ſociety, or to 
« the individual in ſociety, bear affinity to 
* theſe, as to the heads of ſo many different 
« ſpecies. But does morality ſay, thou ſhalt not 
* covet? Does the controul of moral obligation 
* reach the ſecret meditations of the mind, and 
* the ſilent defires of the heart? Does it impoſe > 


« reſtraint upon the ſenſuality of the imagination, 


* and the private prurience of appetite ? Like 


« the divine law, does it extend to every ſecret 


« energy of the mind, Ithe will, and the appetite, 


e and require the obedience of the inner, no leſs 
« than of the outer man? Again, does morality 
« ſay, thou ſhalt love thine enemies: thou ſhall bleſs 


* them thut curſe, do good to them that perſecute ? 


* Doth morality enjoin forgiveneſs of injuries, or 


« the giving of alms to the poor? Truly, mora- 


« Jity careth for none of theſe things. How ſmall 
« a part then of ſocial duty, of a chriſtian's ſocial 


* duty, is the utmoſt which morality exatts ; and f 
a how fatally are they miſſed, who are taught that 


mere morality ſatisfies the law by which the 


__ «chriſtian ſhall be judged, even in the inferior 
branch of the love of our neighbour ? With 
« the higher branch of duty, with the love of 


« God, and of conſequence with the duties of the 
« firſt table, morality hath evidently no concern. 


« The worſhip which I owe to God, is certainly 


* no part of the duty which I owe to man. It 
* 15 indifferent to morality, whether I worſhip 


« one God or many. ee is not oflended, 
| SH ” 


* 


— 
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if I worfhip graven images. Wessi enjoins 


et no obſervance: of one day in ſeven; no feaſt 


of faith, in ſacramental rites upon the body 
and blood of the Redeemer.” After a paſſage, 


which reſpe&s the darkneſs of our reaſon (and 


which I before quoted), the Biſhop concludes 


the paragraph in theſe words: Let me conjure 


« you, therefore, my brethren,” to be cautious 
* how you admit, much more how you propagate, 
© that delufive dangerous maxim, that morality. is 
« the ſum of pratlical religion, leſt you place the 
e totality and perfection of the thing in a very 


« jnconſiderable part.” From this view of the 
ſubje& it appears, that the ſermons of mere mo- 
ral preachers, include but a very ſmall part even 


of practical religion; of courſe is very remote 
indeed from what Paul efteems, Declaring: the 
whole council of God. Acts xx. 27. It will fol- 
low from theſe premiſes, that if we were leſt to 
" infer how much Divine Revelation had benefited 
- mankind by their dry lectures, we ſhould be able 

to form but a very mean opinion of that life and 


immortality which are brought to light through 


the Goſpel. For it makes no part of their plan 
.. to open to the view of their hearers, the glory 
and ſtability of that counſel of peace which was 


between the Father and Son, Zech. vi. 13, and 


known among chriſtians more generally by the 


title of the Covenant of Grace. They ſeldom 


aſd | or 
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or ever expatidte on the infinite glory of the Re- 
deemer's Perſon, as he is God mani/eft in the fleſh. 


x Tim. iii. 16. | The efficacy of his. ſufferings 


and death, to make atonement for fin, and re- 
concile us to God. The fulneſs of his grace to 


ſupply all our wants. The efficacy of his blood 


to ſpeak peace to the guilty and diſtreſſed con- 
ſcience. The prevalence of his interceſſion to 
give acceptance to our religious offerings now, 


and at laſt the admiſſion of our ſouls to eternal 


glory. Thele things are paſſed by in the moſt 


negleaful manner, and yet, theſe. are the glori- 
ous diſcoveries which are peculiar to revelation, 
and the very truths that more immediately ad- 
dreſs themſelves to the-wants and fears of loſt 


guilty ſinners; and which manifeſt the ſuperiority 

of revealed, above natural religion. And yet, 
the Preachers which this charge cenſures, con- 
tent themſelves (and vainly ſuppoſe their pa- 5 


riſhioners too will be contented) with dull eſſays 
on the latter, in preference to the more glorious, 


important, and ſoul e brake of the 


former. | 1:6: 
Dr. Horſley "5s more than argue. the impro- 


priety of making morality the ſum and ſubſtance 
of practical religion, and the whole of their Mi- 


niſtry; for in the manner ſome regard it, he eſ- 


teems it an evil, and ſcruples not to call it irre- 
ligious. P. 25. He RAS thus, *.No action 18 | 
| 5 „ religious 
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* religious, otherwiſe than a as it reſpebt⸗ God, 
and proceeds from a ſenſe of · our duty to him, 


* or at leaſt is regulated by a ſenſe of that duty, 


“Hence it follows, as I have before obſerved, 


« that although religion can never be immoral, 


4 becauſe moral works are a part of the works of 


ys religion, yet morality may be irreligious. For. 


any moral work may proceed from mere moral 
e motives; and of conſequence it muſt in that 
< inſtance, be irreligious; not contrary to reli- 

« gjon, but without it. This paſſage of the 


Biſhop s charge may be juſtified by the word of 


God: for there are inſtances upon record, which 
are caſes in point. There is one in Iſa. i. 12, 
13, 14. When ye come to appear before Me, who, 
hath required this at your hands to tread my courts ? 


Bring no more vain oblations ; incenſe is an abomi- 
nation unto me ; the new moons and fabbaths, the- 
calling of aſſemblies, I cannot away with ; it is ini- 
guity, even the ſolemn meeting. Your new moons, 


and your appointed feaſts, my ſoul hateth ; they are 
trouble unto me; I am weary to hear them. 
What expreſſions of deteſtation and diſlike are 
"Vere: how ftrong and expreſſive; and why? 
' were theſe things, matters of mere human in- 


| vention, or in themſelves ſinful? No, they were 


ordinances of God's on appointing, and which 
could not be negleQed without fin, Why, then, 


does God abhor and deteſt theſe ſervices, and 


pant them iniguity ? becauſe, though the 


* 


F . 


| 
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ö mumings themſelves were good, yet the manner, 
the motive, and the end, were all wicked. The 
parable which our Lord delivered to certain that 


| | truſted in themſelves, that they were righteous 


and deſpiſed others, concerning the Phariſee and 
a 5 the Publican, Luke xviii. 11. 14. would admit 
N preciſely the ſame reaſoning. But let us purſue 
| | BE the inference as it applies to morality i in general. | 'W 
{ TH perform moral duties. (be they more or leſs) | 


} pe. is our duty, but to perform them from princi- 


ples of oftentation, ſelf-love, and ſelf-righteouſ- 
neſs, is our fin. To attempt to juſtify ourſelves 
before God, (and this is the great end to which 
| morality 1s too often diretted) 1s to renounce alt 
1 the confeſſions we have made of our own guilt, de- 
| pravity, and weakneſs. It is to fly in the face 
| of all that wiſdom and grace which are diſplayed 


| | in the redemption of ſinners by Jeſus Chriſt. It 


is virtually to renounce alt benefit in, and hope ; 
of advantage from the chriſtian diſpenfation } 
place ourſelves under the covenant of works, 
and make our oH condemnation ſure. For if 
righteouſneſs come by the law, then is Chriſt dead Mn 
vain. Gal. ii. 21. If then we truſt in ourſelves,? j 


| and rejett the righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt, our | 
ö | | morality will avail us nothing! we are yet in our F; 
| ſins. R * 
* The Biſhop v was aware hk his 0 alling mora- 
lity (which is God-like in the eſteem of the 
| Clergy) irreligious, would ſtartle them, and 
- thereſgps 


C © 
therefore he 3 them, that he is not devi- 
ating from the doftrine of their own. church, 
by reciting the 13th. Article, which runs in the 
OE following manner: © Works done before the 
Fc grace of Chriſt, and the inſpiration of his Spi- 
« rit, are not pleaſant to God; for as much as 
e they ſpring not of faith in Jeſus Chriſt, neither 
* do they make men meet to receive grace; or 
4 (as the ſchool Authors ſay) deſerve grace of 
« congruity ; yea, rather for that they are not 
« done, as God had commanded, and- willed 
« them to be done, we doubt not, but that they 
have the nature of fin.” The Biſhop adds, in 
a way of comment, Not that they are in ſuch 
« ſort fins, that in the mere overt-a@, without 1 
« conſideration of the obliquity of the motive, | 
they add to the guilt of the doer of them; F + 1 
4 0 being done without thought of God, though | OR 
— not in defiance and deſpite' of him, they have 
* nothing in them, that ſhould make them paſs. 
for marks or ſymptoms of the regenerate cha- 
* xatter. On the contrary, in all theſe works, 
merely moral, the Atheiſt may be as perfect as 
= « the Chriſtian.” P. 26. Whatever objection 
map lay againſt the phraſeology of this Article 
5 af the church, I am ſure (in my own judgment 
4 at leaſt) the doctrine of it may be maintained by 
| | the word of God. And it is not at all unlikely, 
that when the campilers of the Articles and Li- 
* framed the 13th Anicle, they had their. 
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eye upon fach . as theſe, Without faith it 


is impoſſible to pleaſe God, Heb. xi. 6. Whatever 
is not of faith is fin. Rom. xiv. 23. It is not for 
us ſinful creatures to preſcribe to infinite wiſdom 
and goodneſs, but to ſubmit ourſelves to the 
judgment and will of God, as revealed in the 
ſcriptures. To attempt forcing upon God, for 
his acceptance, only a part of what he has pre- 


ſcribed, as the whole, or to appropriate any 


part of religion to one uſe, which He had de- 
figned for another, is an offence to Him, and 
this was the caſe with the Jews, The firſt part 
of the obſervation is charged upon them by our 
Lord. Woe unto you ſcribes and phariſees, iypo- 
crites; for ye pay tythe of mint, and aniſe, and 
cummin, and have omitted the weightier matters of 
the law, judgment, mercy, and faith : theſe ought 
ye to have done, and not have left the other undone. 
Matt. xxi1i. 23. The [ſecond part of he abſer- 


vation is manifeſted by what the Apoſtle ſays, 


| They being ignorant of God's righteouſneſs, and 


going about, to eſtabliſh their own righteouſneſs have 


not ſubmitted themſelves unto the righteouſneſs Go. 
Rom. x. 2. The one preſented to God the mere 


trifles of a religious profeſſion, inſtead of thoſe : 


which are of infinite importance in religion; andy 
the other, provided they attended to the weighs” 


tier matters of religion, ruined all by the uſe they 


: 


made of them, but the effect was the ſame in 
both; Trael, ich followed after the law of rigi- 
Wt haih not attained to the law of righteouf- | 


„ 


af Wherefore ? ? becauſe Moy fought 1 not BY 


FAITH, but as it were by the works of the law. Rom: 
ix. 31, 32. 1 fear 1 ſhall be efteemed uncha- 


ritable in making the following inference, but it 
does ſtrike me, that the caſe of the Iſraelites, and 


thoſe who uſe the dry ſtrain of moral preaching, are 


nearly, if not quite, ſimilar. The Biſhop has 


ſhown them in his charge, that morality, though 
a part, is but an incon/iderable part of religion 


and yet the Clergy make it al in all, ſetting it 


above the love of God, unfeigned faith in Jeſus 
Chriſt, regeneration by the Holy Ghoſt, and, in- 
deed, above all thoſe chings which are the weigh- 

tier matters. But allowing that it included all 
they pretend, inſtead of juſtifying them, it is 


chargeable with the character of fin, becauſe it is 


ſubſtituted for that great ſalvation, which is the 
grand effect of the united efforts of 3 

wiſdom, grace, and power. Heb. ii. 3. The fin 
ol the Jews was, that they received not Jeſus 


hriſt, and truſted in the law; and what is the 
n of many of our Clergy? if not preciſely the 


fame in all reſpects, is it not rejecting the righte- 
ouſneſs of Jeſus, as the alone ground of the ſin- 


ners juſtification, and ie their pe to 
truſt in morality, 


Once more, the Clergy are in this ns ſhown 


the; impropriety of making morality the ſubſtance 


of all their preaching, becauſe it is that part 
of religion which is common to Atheiſts and In- 
cls, as well as to Chriſtian belieyers. It is 

true, 


| 
"I 
| 
| 
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true, morality is nothing the worſe in itſelf, nor 
is it leſs a part of religion becauſe they have it; 


but their having it is a proof it is but a very ſmall 


part of religion, and of courſe ſhould not be 


made the whole, On this ſubje& the 20 


ſpeaks in very plain terms indeed. P. 16. 
* man may be irreproachable in his moral con- 


* duft, and at the ſame time perfectly irreligious 


© and | profane, Irreligious and profane in that. 
6 extreme, as to be 1 in danger of being caſt at laſt. 

into outer darkneſs, with his whole load of 
moral merit on his back. Speaking ſtill fur- 
ther on this ſubject, p. 27. he ſay, © And this 


« explains what, at fiſt fight, may ſeem a ſtrange 


fact in the hiſtory of man, and is very apt to be 
0 miſinterpreted; as if it diſproved the con- 
Co nexion, which Divines are deſirous to maintain, 
* between the truth of religious opinion and true 
* practical godlineſs ; namely, that infidelity and 
* atheiſm boaſt among their diſciples eminent 
examples of moral rectitude. Hiſtory records, 
60 I think of SERVETUS, SPINOZA, and HoRBES, 
ße that they were men of the ſtricteſt morals. And 


« hiſtory, in ſome future day, may have to re- 
« cord the ſame of PRIE&STLEY and Linpsay, 
r But let not the morality of their lives be miſ- 
* taken for an inſtance of a righteous praftice, 


* reſulting from a perverſe faith, or admitted ag 
e an argument of the indifference of error. Their 


of moral worn, if they been not done as God hath 


„ | = ok willed 


EOF 


cc willed and commanded ſach Sort to be done, 
& have the nature of fin ; and their religion, con- 
«fiſting in private opinion and will-worſhip, is 

e fin, for it is hereſy.” This paſſage of the 
charge has excited the indignation of ſome readers 


who have charged the Biſhop with great unchari- 


tableneſs, I ſhall not however detain my reader 
with any enquiry into the propriety or impro- 
priety of the biſhop's attempting to illuſtrate his 


argument by the caſe of the perſons (Dr. Prieſtley 


and Mr. Lindſay) named in the paſſage juſt cited, 
but content myſelf with a remark or two upon 
the queſtion itſelf. Whether it is poſſible for a 
man to be irreproachable in his moral condu& 
and yet not be a real chriſtian ? This, I think, is 
the point to be proved; and Dr. Horſley adduces 
the caſe of Atheiſts and Infidels as deciding it in 


the affirmative; and I think this kind of evidence 
muſt have its weight; for who will attempt to 


prove that there has been no Infidels or Athe- 


iſts that were moral? And allowing they were 
ſo, who will attempt to prove they were chriſ- 


tians? But we have in the ſcripture a remark- 
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able proof of this fact. It is in the caſe of 


no leſs a man than the apoſtle Paul. I con- 


ſider him prior to his converſion to the religion 
of Jeſus Chriſt, a man of irreproachable con- 
duct in regard to morality, for ſpeaking of himſelf - 
he lays, Touching the righteouſneſs that is in the law 


Hapcleſs, Phil. lll, 8. HRS yet was s he a chril-. 


5 tian? 
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tian? No; he was deficient in Yer knowlede of 
the truth—he had no experience of its power on 
his heart, nor had he ever been found in the perfor. | 1 
mance of its moſt diſtinguiſhing duties; among 
which are Repentance toward God, and faith 10 
ward our Lord Feſus Chriſt, Abs xx. 21. Nay, 
was he not a blaſphemer, a perſecutor, and i inju- 
rious; doing his utmoſt to deſtroy the faith which 
afterwards he preached? And it is to be fear- 
ed perſons dying i in the ſtate he. was in prior 
to his converſion, would go into outer dark- 
neſs, whatever might be their moral character, 
| becauſe it was a ſtate of fin, unbelief, and. rebel. 
lion againſt God; and we know who bas ſaid, 
Except a Man be born again, he cannot ſee the Ki ing- + 
dom of God. Jobn i iii. 3. In the caſe of Paul, 1 
| then, the fact is made out, that a mere moral! J 
LE man may be an irreligious man, it of courſe fol- 
| TJows, that the Clergy have fet a higher value 
upon morality than it deſerves; ſeeing it has but 
an inferior and relative importance in the chri- : } 11 
ſtian religion, it is to be hoped, therefore, hex”  - nz 
will take the advice of Dr. Horſley, and adopt a . 14 
more ſpiritual and enlarged ſubje&, as the mat- 
ter of their Miniſtry in time to come. "2 . ö 'F 
If none of thoſe conſiderations, which have al- 1 
ready been cited from the charge, will have any # 1 
effect upon the Clergy, who inſtru& their hearers | 
in nothing but morality, there 1s one thing yet 
„ bebind that ought to alarm them. It is inſinu- 
ated 
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ated by this e Biſhiop' in his charge, and 1 il not 
ſeruple to avow it as a fat, that their hearers 
are miſled and deceived, through their inſtru- 
mentality. After the Biſhop has ſuppoſed the 
clergy would defend themſelves by declaring that 
| they take morality to mean every branch of man * 
duty to God, his neighbour, and himſelf, and 


burleſquing it as including this abſurd W 


tion, (Practical religion is the ſum and ſubſtance 
of practical Religion, he addreſſes the clergy 


thus, - p. 21. My Reverend Brethren, is this 


_ « the important truth we are ſent abroad to 10986 


« liſh ! this the purport of our bigh and holy em- 
1 baſſy! | The inſignificance of the propoſition 
is not the worſt part of it. The greater evil is, 


ee that it is ſtated in terms, that hide the folly of 


« jt, and miſlead our hearers.” He adds, in the 


| next page, I could propoſe an experiment, by 


« which it would be eaſy to determine, how tbe 
« people really underſtand us, when we. uſe ſuch 
„language (that is, ſay Morality and Religion 
are the ſame thing). He then ſuppoſes the fol- 
lowing caſe ; © None here, I apprehend, would 


« be at a loſs to find, among his own pariſhioners, 
< more than one perſon living in good credit and 
d eſteem among his neighbours, irreproachable 
« in his general dealings with the world, a pru- 
= dent manager of his affairs, and of conſequence 
not addicted to any public ſcandalous exceſs; 


9 but with EY this. rade negligent of religious 
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« ordinances.” Go and expoſtulate with ſuch a 


* man; tell him that you are: ſorry to obſerve 
cc that he is ſeldom ſeen at Church<that he never 


© comes to the Lord's Table - that he never ſends 


his children to be inſtrufted in the catechiſm, 
That from theſe ſymptoms, notwithſtanding the 


© general probity of bis life, you are apprehen- 


« ſive, he thinks leſs than it may be his intereſt to 
do, about the concerns of futurity. The man; 
«© who: is by no means loft to all ſenſe of duty, 
* will take your admonition | in good part, but he 


« will defend himſelf. And his defence will be, 
« that he is at leaſt a Moral man. Aſk him what 
et particular merit he means to attribute to him 


« ſelf under that character; would he be under- 


© ſtood to plead not guilty to your accuſation ; 
« world he pretend, that he is a ſcrupulous N 


Bo, ſerver of the fabbath—never ablent without ne- 
« ceffity from public worſhip, and frequent in his 


« attendance at the Lord's table? He vill con- 


« feſs to you, that he means no ſuch thing—the | 
« contrary is notorions—and he would be ſorry 
eto be thought capable of ſetting his face to ſo 
er groſs a falſehood. Does he mean, that not- 
0 withſtanding his negleft of the external forms 
*of religion, he hath till been exact in the bet= 
te ter part: in the ſocial duties of the Chriſtian 
«© life, © That he is liberal in alms— tender hearted 
to the poor flow to anger patient of injuries 


| a; i beg bans at bis affections are fo 
. 206 M8 ſet 


EN 1 
u ſet on heavenly things, that he is cautious of 
l exceſs in the uſe even of lawful pleaſure ? No- 
* thing of all this. The man is no bypocrite.' 
* He will not pretend that his life will bear ſo 
te ſtrict a ſcrutioy. But ſtill, he is a moral man. 
* That is to ſay, (for every thing elſe is excluded 
by his own confeſſions) he is no Murderer, no 
« Adulterer, no Thief. no Lyar, no Spendthrift, 
and with nothing more of the chriſtian charac- 
* ter about him, than is ſuppoſed to be contained 
«in the negation of theſe crimes, he hopes to find 
* admiſſion into the kingdom of heaven; for if 
c at any time he hath chanced to drop in, while 
* you bave been preaching, he has heard you tell - 
e your congregation that morality is all in all.” 
The character here drawn by the Biſhop (and that 
in a very maſterly manner) is more than imagi- 
nary; there are hundreds of this deſcription in al- 
moſt every pariſh, where nothing is preached but 
mere morality. Men naturally are diſpoſed to 
_ truſt in ſomething of their own, and a biaſs to 
| ſelf-righteouſneſs is rooted in all our hearts; and 
this kind of preaching ſtrengthens and confirms 
it. Though myſelf a diſſenter, I have been cal- 
led to viſit (from a variety of concurring circum- 
| ſtances) a great number of ſick perſons, who have 
attended this kind of preaching in the eſtabliſhed . 
church ; and in many inſtances have had the fat 


demonſtrated, to the no ſmall concern of my 


mind, both as a chriſtian and a miniſter. Seeing 
CG 2 5 my 


t . 1 


my dying neighbour in the near 1 of an 
awful eternity, and no review of paſt, no obſer- . 
vation on preſent, nor any anticipation of Future 
| cercumſtances, ſeemigg to excite any kind of anx-- . 
iety, or in the leaſt to diſturb his peace, I have 
been prompted from motives of good will more 
than curioſity, and with as much tenderneſs as 
the nature of the caſe would admit, to enquire 


from what ſource ſo much, a id apparently, ſo deep 


rooted a tranquility could ariſe ; ; and that too at 


a moment when the tendereſt ties of nature are 


about to be diſſolved, the body to become the in- 


habitant of the cold and lonely grave, and the 


ſoul to ſtand in the preſence of the infinitely pure 
and glorious God. I have in theſe caſes been 
forward to hope, that I was converſing with a 
chriſtian indeed, One, juſtified by faith, Rom. v. 1. 
Born again, John. 1 iii. 3. Called with a holy cal- 
ling, 2 Tim. i. 9. A child of God, and an heir 


of glory. Rom. viii. 17. One, who having been 
enlightened to ſee his own miſery and ſinfutheſs, 


had fled to Jeſus, and taken him for w:/dom, righ- 


 teouſneſs, ſunctiſication, and redemption. 1 Cor. i. 
30. And now, by the gracious experience of the 


curſe of the law being removed, and the ſting of. 
death taken away, he was triumphing with Paul, 
To die is gain. Phill. i. 21. Expedting and long- 


ing to ſee God as he is, be perfectly like him, and 


enjoy him for ever. But how I have been aſto- 
niſhed and grieved, to 1 that in all chis I have 
been 


1 8 ka 
been wks miſtaken, and found (at leaſt had rea- 


ſon to fear) that they never had any ſaving know - 


ledge or experience of the goſpel upon their 
hearts. I have been led to this concluſion from 


their own declarations, which has often been 
nearly in theſe words : © I thank God I have 
not been ſo wicked as many people, I have 
lived a very good life, paid every body their” 
0 own, and as well as I can, I bave made my 
10 peace with God, and die in peace with all 
% mankind.” On theſe grounds, They hope 
God will 1 them their leſſer infirmities, 
« and accept them in the day of judgment. Ho - ' 


awful is the miſtake ſuch ſouls are under, and to 


vhat is it to be attributed (as a ſecondary cauſe at 
leaſt) but to the clergy, to whom they have look-- 
ed for inſtruction, and who have been reading 


IO dry lectures on morality, inſtead of attempting to 


alarm them with a view of their guilt and miſery, - 
and preaching Jeſus and the remiſſion of fins 
through his blood? conſequently they have 


thought morality all in all. But as to the guilt 


of ſin, the wrath of God, the curſe of the law, the 
plague of their own hearts, Peace with God 
through the blood of Chriſt, Juſtification. by 
faith, Communion with God, Regeneration and 
SanQification by the Spirit, Peace of Conſci- 
ence, Joy in the Holy Ghoſt, &c. &c. &c. The 
kind of en in 8. has not only ahne 725 
| 9915 all 
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all diſcuſſion of their nature, but has nor even vleſt 
room to infer their exiſtence. | 1570 
And here I am reminded of another paſſage i in 


the charge; it contains advice that is excellent in 
its nature, and equally uſeful to the Diſſenting as 
to the Church Miniſter. * Pray earneſtly to 


God to aſſiſt the miniſtration of the word, by 
© the ſecret influence of his Holy Spirit, on the 
the minds of your hearers; and nothing doubt- 
ing that your prayers are heard, however mean 
e and illiterate, (or however rich and great in the 


« world) the/ congregation may be, in which 


F you exerciſe your ſacred funttions, fear not to 
«ſet before them the whole council of God, 
Open the whole of your meſſage without reſer- 


ce vation, that every one of you may have conſi- 
* dence to ſay, when he ſhall be called upon to 
te give an account of his ſtewardſhip,” Lord, I 


have not hid thy righteouſneſs within my heart ; 1 


have not concealed thy loving kindneſs from the 


4 5 


great congregation. P. 15. This is advice wor- 


thy of a Chriſtian Biſhop, and to ien al pros 


feſſed Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt have reaſon to 
liſten with attention. Did Miniſters, both in 
their church and out of it, better underſtand the 


duties of their office, and more powerfully feel 
the importance, they would perhaps ceaſe their 
contention and ftrife about leſſer things, (or at 


leaſt contend concerning them with more mode- 


ration and chriſtian charity) and unite their ef- 
forts to be inſtrumental i in the ſalvation of ſouls, 


the 


95 
1 


1 


. 1 


the extending che knowledge af divine truth, and 


the glory, of our adorable Redeemer. We are 


but ſtewards i in the church of God, and it is re- 


quired of a ſteward, that he be found faithful and 
diligent in the diſcharge of his ſtewardſhip. And 


to impreſs each others minds with this great truth, 


and ſtir each other up to a conſtant remembrance 
thereof, is of more importance than all the at- 
tempts which are made to proſelyte each other, 


to our reſpective modes of thinking upon what 
ve term the mere circumſtantials of religion. 
The ſuitableneſs and importance of the advice 
which the Biſhop gives to his Clergy in the paſ. 


ſage juſt cited, may be ſeen by comparing it 
with, Eze. iii. 17, 18. Son of Man, I have 
made thee a watchman unto the houſe of Iſrael; 


therefore hear the word at ny mouth, and give them 


warning from Me. When I ſay unto the wicked, 


thou ſhalt ſurely die; and thou giveſt not warning, 


ndr /peakeſt to warn the wicked from his wicked 


way to ſave tus life ; the ſame wicked man ſhall 
die, in his iniquity ; but his blood 7 will - require at 
I know not how non-reſident, idle, 
and unfaithful Miniſters read this text, or if they | 
read it at all; but I am ſure of this, it ſpeaks 
and oughtſo to awaken our at- 


| thine hand. 


loudly to us all; 


tention to the duties of our ſtation, as would en- 
able us, when we meet our congregations at the 
_ judgement ſeat of Chrift, to addreſs them in | 
OI" s 1 I I take you to record this day, that 1 


am 


1 


C2. 
am pure” WOE the Blood of all men. Ae xx. 26. 
The indolence of ſome Clergymen“, eſpecially 
thoſe who ſhare moſt largely i in the dignities and 
emoluments of the church, is a fact which ſtrikes 
the attention of every impartial obſerver, with' 
: peculiar force. If the office of the Miniſtry was 
not a a ſacred one, nor had any obligations or 
duties connected with it If the ſouls of men are 
in no danger of being loſt, or are not worth the 
attempt of a reſcue from ignorance and deſtruc- 
tion— then, indeed, this indolence might be lit- 
ie thought of. But if thoſe who take the office, 
bear the name, and receive the temporal advan- 
tages of the miniſterial character, ſhould Feed the 
Flock of God, Watch for ſouls as their hire, Be in- 
Rant n ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon, make full proof 
of their miniſtry, tale heed to themſelves and to 
their doctrine; and at laſt, muſt give account of 
their ſtewardſhip to him that will judge all men. 
Then what an appearance will all idle and. un- 
faithful Shepherds make before the Great view. 2 


herd and Biking 05 e 5 wa 
* While this remark is las of too many, yet the Author is 
ſenſible that there are uf a feau ſerious and conſcientious cler= - 
gymen who attend to the duties of their office with great zeal . 
and faithfulneſs, whoſe labours are crowned with much ſuc- 
| ceſs, and who, though they are unnoticed, it may be by the 
Dignitaries of the Church, becauſe ignorance or prejudice has 
allotted them names to which a ſuppoſed odium is attached; om 


are _— highly reſpected among their Pariſhioners, - 5 I 
uc 


x . 1 57 1 
Boch is my an mari ſtature as an Author, | 
L 2 my inſignificance in the great maſs of ſoci- 
ety, that I can hardly preſume to think that the 
very plain remarks here preſented to view, will 
ever be read by Dr. Horſley ; or-1 would take 
= the liberty, in my uncouth Way, of recommend- 
ing his Lordſhip to act conſiſtent with himſelf. | 
In order to which, he muſt do all in his power to 
promote that kind of preaching which he has ſo- 
ably recommended j in his charge, and diſcounte- 
nance that which is merely moral. 1wouldintreat, 0, 
his Lordſhip,in, the choiceof his own Chaplains, in 
the beſtowment of ſuch livings as may fall to his 
gift, and in the ordination of young men, to have 5 
an eye to his own charge, and act upon the princi- 
ples there laid down; and then the enquiry will be, 
, © Do theſe perſons believe, and will they preach 
« the doctrine of Juſtification by faith, which is the 
« doctrine of our Church ; and that of the Patri- 
hs, Prophets, and Apoſtles : Or will they 
Nght of the great end of the Chriſtian Mi- 


thrgügh the atonement of Jeſus Chriſt,) «and 
5 Whnake morality all in all? Such enquiries as 
theſe, would, I fear, have the appearance of 
much novelty, and ſtartle candidates for holy 
orders and church preferment, as the ſtrangeſt EE 
of all innovations; in as much, as the belief of” & 
a doArihes has not of late years been eſteemed... | 


5 47 NAI! 
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„„ 
any patt of miniſterial qualification. But in ſo 
doing, and promoting and encouraging ſuch Mi- 


niſters as preach according to the doctrines re- 


commended to the Clergy of the dioceſe of St; 
David's, his Lordſhip will act according to the 
doftrines of his own Church, promote its proſpe- 
rity, and act conſiſtent with himſelf, But if he 
ſhould never preach this doctrine himſelf, nor 


patronize thoſe who do, but rather promote and 

encourage thoſe who ſtill prefer morality to the 
goſpel of Chrift, why then it will be impoſſible 
for him to ſhun the charge, of inconfe ;flency and in- 


Incerity. 


very corner ſtone of the whole ſyſtem of Re- 


PE demption, it may be aſked by the 9 hy 


* Some of my readers will no doubt, through this adit 
be reminded of a well known and generally received f 
the caſe of a very worthy Gentleman, who was a candidate f 
epiſcopal ordination. His learning, character, and teſti 10 1 


als were admitted as une xceptionable, and yet the Biſhop, to., 
whom he applied for ordination, refuſed to ordain him, and 


for what reaſons ?. ſuffice it to ſay, one was, that he held the 


dyoctrine of juſtification by faith. That doctrine which, if Biſhop - 


Horſley is to be credited, was not only the doctrine of the Pa- 


triarchs, Prophets, and Apoſtles, but is alſo the doctrine of: | 
that very Church to which this PO: Gentleman OS ad- 


miſſion, | 
E176 it 


But allowing that the Biſhop of St. David be- 5 
lieves the dodtrine of juſtification by faith, and 
enjoins his Clergy to preach it, calling it, The 
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: it ould be doubted bhecken he will or will not 
do his utmoſt to carry his own principle into ef. 
fect? I will honeſtly avow from whence my ſuſ- 
picion ariſes, (and I ſincerely wiſh it may not be 
confirmed). The dofrine of juſtification by 
faith is a very unpopular doctrine with the majo- 
rity of the Clergy, eſpecially with thoſe who fill 
the higher ſtations. Nay more, it is the very doc. 
trine of the Methodiſts, and if Dr. Horſley ſhould 
, zealouſly and faithfully preach this doftrine him- 
ſelf, and avow his attachment to, and actually 
promote. others Who do the ſame, I have ng 
doubt but he would ſoon obtain ſome ſuch title 
as that of the Methodiſtical Biſhop; and, knowing 
the frailty of human nature, and how ftrong its 
propenſity to ſhrink from reproach, I ſhould be 
afraid leſt The fear of Man, which bringeth a ſnare, 
Would prevail. Though I thus ſpeak, yet I do 
£ moſt ardently deſire and hope, that the Biſhop 
M be enabled to act vigorouſly in ſupport of 
he has commended to his Clergy with ſo 
mich judgement and ſpirit. And ſhould he fall 
=. uw ider the cenſures and reproaches of mere mo- 
| 5 rraliſts, (which, if he acts conſiſtent with his own 
= principles, I am ſure he will) I hope he will ex- 
4 emplify a declaration of his own, addreſſed to 
his Clergy, p. 34. and though on a different 
point, yet equally ſuitable. * Brethren, vou 
| © will not be ſcared from your duty by the idle 
> © « terror of a Nick 5 1 ru his Lordſhip 


. 
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will not; but that he will be found a coura- 


geous and ſucceſsful preacher of the doctrines of 


the goſpel, and an inſtrument in the hand of God, 
of producing a long needed and much deſired re- 
formation, in the ſtate of public preaching in the 


eſtabliſhed church. Nay, I believe this refor- 
mation is already begun. I could name no con- 
temptible liſt of gentlemen in the eſtabliſhment, .. 
(with ſome of whom I eſteem it a pleaſure to be 


inhabits of cloſe friendſhip) who are preaching. 
with great ſucceſs to'crowded and reſpedlable con- 


. gregations. But what is the ſubſtance of their 


preaching; is'it mere morality ? No, it is Preach- 


ing peace: by Zeſus Chriſt, Af x. 36. They are 
highly reſpected and beloved by their hearers, 


nor is it any wonder, - when it is recollected, that 
they ſincerely believe the doctrines they have ſub- 
ſcribed, inceſſantly and affectionately preach them 


in their churches, and recommend them power- 

fully by their own example. Now, if the Bagh © 
TEL Biſhops wiſh to promote the intereſt of We | 
church, they ſhould fill vacant livings with gen- 


tlemen of the above deſcription. . But if tha 


wiſh to lay the ax to the root of the eſtabliſhment, * 


then keep out all ſuch perſons as much as poſſi le, 
ſlight and diſcountenance them that are in, a 

fill all the churches with readers of mere moral el. 
ſays; and I think the church will then be in the 
high road to its diſſolution ; for as moralizing 
unitarians empty our meetings, ſo mere morali- 


Zing 
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ala clergymen empty eber whil; on the 


contrary, thoſe who preach the Goſpel of Jeſus 


. Chriſt faithfully and zealouſly, are actually fil: 


*. lung thoſe very places of worſhip, both in the 


had previouſly emptied. . 


churches and among 1 ns the peg | 


The writer is fearful, 1 che Nai a 


a 3 5 faving run through theſe pages, will not think 
„„ the remarks too trifling in their nature, and too 


common and courſe: in their manner, to merit the 
attention of the public. Should this actually prove 


\ to be the caſe, he will endeavour to conſole him- 
” ſelf with ſuch reflections as theſe. That allow- 
ing the remarks to poſſeſs no kind of claim to the 
-* notice either of the clergy or the laity, yet, as 
* there are ſome large extracts from the Biſhop's 

Charge, (which he preſumes many that will read 

+ this have not ſeen) they will there find at leaſt- 

ſome compenſation for their trouble and expence. 

1 it will afford him ſome relief on finding the 

M opinion againſt his remarks as neither pro- 

cor uſeful, that his pages are not ſtained with 

_ willful miſrepreſentations, or foul-mouthed ca- 


flumny, nor do they, he truſts, diſplay the un- 


tempered zeal of a party-man. But rather, how- 
) : ever plain and homely they are in their dreſs, 


they are the wprds of truth and ſoberneſs ; for 


though they contain the charges of idleneſs, infin- 


cerity, and inconſiſtency, againſt /ome of the cler- 
ey, they are not applied» indiſcriminately to all. 
| 5 | N op 


— 


every diſtinct body of profeſſing chriſtians 


there is one cauſe in which they are (or ſnould 


, - 1 62 J 


Nor ought the author to be conſidered as the 


framer of theſe charges, for they have been made 


again and again, and. that too by churchmen 


themſelves*, If it be enquired upon hat prin- 


ciple they are made, to what ſhall we aſcribe 
them to conjefture, prejudice, or ill will? No; 


for they ariſe from, and are ſupported by the ir- 


refitible evidence of tubborn matters of fact. If . 
a man have the office of a miniſter, and ſeldom 
or ever perform the duties peculiar to it, is he not 
an idle miniſter? If he ſubſcribe articles of faith, 


which in his own conſcience he does not believe, 
is he not an inſincere one? If he make confeſ- 
ſions and put up petitions in the deſk, the import 
of which he contraditts in the pulpit, is he not 
inconſiſlent, and is not his devotion rice one 
mo againſt the other? | 
Laſtly, he flatters bimſelf, his rentarks will not 
injure the cauſe which it is his higheſt ambition 
to ſerve; namely, that of Religion, No douhts 


prejudices peculiar to themſelves; neverthelgls, 


all equally intereſted, that is che honour of God, 
the ſpread of divine truth, and the ſalvation of 


immortal ſouls. And whether we are Church- 


men, Difſenters, or Methodiſts, we do not poſ- 
{cls the ſpirit of chriſtianity, if we ſeek not theſe 


„See the paſſages in the title-page, Ree: 
| above 


E 


f 


above the 1 of our own party or connexion. 
1 or myſelf, I do ſolemnly declare, that I am not 
pleading the cauſe of any party, but aim to pro- 
mote the beſt intereſt of my fellow creatures. I 
eſteem their ſouls of infinite value, many of them 
are periſhing for lack of knowledge, and the ſtrain 


upon a ſandy foundation, th& will not ſtand the 
hour of trial. If I ſhould be inſtrumental to in- 
duce only one miniſter to lay, or one hearer to 
zuild, ↄn a better foundation than mere morality, 
1 hall edeen this weak effort to ſerve my neigh- 
bour \ well rewarded; and if I am not thus happy, 


in obtruding ſuch crude remarks on the public. 
I ſhall now take leave of the reader, with expreſ- 
Ave my earneſt wiſh, that however Church and 


me des, they may all underſtand the goſpel of 
C rift, and in pronching 4 it find, Le 2s the power. 


I 


of preaching moſtly in uſe, in the eſtabliſned 
church, leaves them where it found them ; Nay, 
ao OI fear it does worſe, for it leads them to build 


I hope the candid reader will admit the goodneſs 


of my intention, as an apology for my raſhneſs, 


nting Miniſters differ about forms and 


11 
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